At Mentone Primary School,
Relationships are Important, Learning is Powerful
and we are Curious, Creative and Confident
Newsletter No. 6

10.3.22

Acting Principal: Ken Bergen
Assistant Principal: Lynne O’Connor

TERM 1

A Message from the Acting Principal
It’s hard to believe we are halfway through the term already! It has been wonderful to have the students back on
site and it is a joy to see them enter through the gates in the morning with such enthusiasm. It has also been
wonderful to chat with parents before and after school and as we continue this year, we hope to be able to involve
our parents and families in more activities and events onsite that help build a strong school community.
The start of the year has seen teams focus on students’ wellbeing, developing relationships and implementing and
embedding classroom processes. We spend time revisiting and teaching our Zones of Regulation a program that
helps students understand and manage their emotions. We also focus on our Learner Powers, characteristics such as
resilience and optimism that help create good learners.
Over the past few weeks, I have had the opportunity to conduct a number of school tours. We have a wonderful
school, and it is always a pleasure to be able to take prospective parents around the classrooms to see the students
engaged in their learning programs. The highlight of the week was to attend the Student Leadership badge
ceremony. It was such a privilege to see our leadership team formally recognised by receiving their badges and
leadership certificates. It was also wonderful that parents and family members were able to attend.
Kind regards
Ken Bergen
Acting Principal

2022 YEAR 6 STUDENT LEADERS BADGE CEREMONY
Congratulations to our 2022 Year 6 Student Leaders who were presented with their leadership badges, by Hon Mark
Dreyfus QC,MP at assembly on TUESDAY 8 MARCH. Our best wishes to these young leaders as they embark on their
2022 Student Leadership Journey at Mentone Primary School.

School Captains: Phoebe, Keira, Josh, Harrison.
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2022 YEAR 6 STUDENT LEADERS BADGE CEREMONY - CONTINUED

Student Agents:
Jada, Bella, Zara, Parmis, Chloe, Kate.

Student Leaders:
Lina, Olivia, Amelia, Holly, Syria, Haylee P, Caitlin, Kara, Hayley F, Ethan.

House Captains:
Red: Sienna, Rocco.
Blue: Oliver, Angus.
Green: William, Anna
Yellow: Lexie, Dash

COVID POSITIVE STUDENTS
If a student receives a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of Health
system. A positive result also needs to be reported to school.

Labour Day public holiday Monday 14 March – student free day
TERM 1 Dates & Events 2022
Thu 10
Mon 14
Mon 21
Wed 23
Fri 25
Mon 28
Tue 29

Fri 8

March
Prep Information session
Labour Day public holiday
Division Swimming Carnival
Leadership Conference
Summer sports 5 6
Region swimming
House Cross Country Carnival
April
LAST DAY OF TERM 1
2.30 pm Finish
EASTER RAFFLE DRAWN
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IMPORTANT
CHANGE OF FAMILY DETAILS

Face masks are mandatory for everyone
aged 8 years and above in the following
settings:

If your family circumstances
have changed, you have
moved home, new mobile
number etc, please update
the office with your new
details.

Workers, visitors, and students in Grade 3
to 6 in an indoor space at a primary school
(including outside school hours services at
a primary school).

mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Please ensure that students come to
school with their own face mask and a

spare one in their bag.
Email: Mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au

It has been a wonderful start to 2022 at Mentone Primary. As most would know, I had
planned to retire at the end of 2021 and move to Regional Victoria with my daughter and
grandchildren to be closer to my son and his fiancé BUT I unfortunately have not been able
to secure a property. As fate would have it, I found myself back at Mentone Primary (my
comfy place), to support our students, teachers and most importantly our new acting
Principal Mr Ken Bergen, in my new role as acting Assistant Principal.
It has been a very different position for me to undertake being out of the classroom
teaching after 38 years but also extremely rewarding. I am humbled by the many and varied
relationships I am able to continue with teachers and for the new relationships I have been
able to form with the whole community. I thoroughly enjoy chatting with parents and
students each morning and afternoon at the gates.
Many thanks for all your kind messages of support to me personally.
Mrs Lynne O’Connor
Acting Assistant Principal
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Let’s make this a

Cracking Easter Raffle

donations can be left in the easter basket at the office.
PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 2022
Would you like to be a Parent Representative for your child’s class?
Parent Representatives are an important part of building a positive school community by providing a channel of
communication between parents, students and teachers and enhancing the quality of relationships.
Each class from Prep to Year 6 will have at least one Parent Representative. The function of the Parent Representative
is not formally structured and is not meant to be an arduous task but helps encourage awareness, participation and
build a sense of community among the class and year level team.
If you wish to nominate yourself for Parent Representative, please complete the form on Compass news feed
08.03.22, or pick one up at the office, and email it to jodi.osullivan@education.vic.gov.au
WARRIGAL RD SCHOOL CROSSING SAFETY UPDATE
Over the last few years, we have been working closely with the Kingston Council and our local members of parliament
to improve the safety of the school crossing on Warrigal Rd near the Childers St intersection. Many Mentone PS
students and their parents, as well as those from neighbouring schools, use this crossing and their safety is of highest
importance.
Last Thursday I met with members of the Kingston Council and the Department of Transport at the crossing. This was
an opportunity for them to observe the movement of vehicles and pedestrians during peak school drop off and pick
up times and witness firsthand our concerns. It is hoped that this meeting will be a significant step towards the
implementation of measures to improve the safety of this crossing.
Regards
Ken Bergen
PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS

Parent Information sessions will be posted on Compass for families to view.

School activities Term 1
School Activates Term 1
Mon
Wed
Thu
Thu
Sat
Build it
LEGO
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Bayside
Taekwondo
Fit for Kids
Tennis Coaching
Fit for Kids
Netball Coaching
Yoga Fun
Bayside
Taekwondo
Holiday Programs

6.30-7.30pm

Aris 0417 112 674

8.00-8.45am

Andrew 0421 172 369

8.00-8.45am

Andrew 0421 172 369

Lunch time
9-10.00am

Connie 13009642386
Aris 0471 112 674

Buildit4kids@outlook.com

James 0401 733 299

Email: Mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au

SCHOOL OFFICE / CONTACTING TEACHERS
Office Hours:

8.15 am - 4.15 pm

Telephone:

03 9583 2995

CONTACTING YOUR CLASSROOM TEACHER
A reminder that your child’s teacher is your first point of call should you have any concerns regarding your child.
You can request an appointment with Teachers via the school e-mail on mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au ; your
email will be forwarded to the classroom teacher.
ABSENCES
Student absences should be reported to the school before 9.00am via the Compass portal or phoning the school office
and pressing 1 and leaving a message. Any unexplained absences will result in parents/guardians receiving an email at
9.30am on the day of non-attendance requesting they update Compass with the reason for non-attendance.
LATE ARRIVAL OR EARLY LEAVE
In order to minimise disruption to class and maximise learning opportunities for our students, we would like to remind
you that the school day starts promptly at 9.00am. If your child is late for any reason, please sign in at the office and
obtain a late pass to be given to the supervising teacher.
Please ensure that if your child is leaving early that they are signed out at the office.
2022 SCHOOL UNIFORM UPDATE
The new school uniform transition will be finishing at the end of Term 2.
All students need to be in the new school uniform for the start of Term 3, 2022
Uniforms are available from PSW Cheltenham
CSEF FUNDING – IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please Contact the office if you have received a new
Concession card or your details have changed
CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to
cover the costs of school excursions, camps and sporting activities to the value of $125 per student.
If you hold a means tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.
Full annual payments are paid directly to the school from March 2022 for use towards expenses. This payment will
be allocated initially towards your child’s excursion levy, therefore please speak with our office staff if you have any
queries regarding your payments.
Please complete an application form (located at the school office) or via the link attached along with a copy of your
Concession/Health Care Card and return to the school office as soon as possible. This will allow time for your
application to be processed and ensure funds are available early in 2022.
https://www.emmaus.vic.edu.au/community/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund-csef-application-form/

Telephone: 9583 2995

Email: Mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au

FUNDRAISING NEWS
EASTER ACTIVITIES / COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING

HOP in and support MPS Easter Raffle.
Donations for the easter raffle can be placed in the Easter basket at the office
until Friday 1 April.
Donations of chocolate eggs, Easter craft, Easter bags or an Easter toy are greatly
appreciated.
Tickets are on sale via the QKR app and will close Friday 1 April.
All prizes will be drawn on the last day of term 1.
Please contact Kylie on 0412 831 974 if you are available to help wrap the prizes

HOT CROSS BUN SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
Dont forget to order your hot cross buns. The final order date is
the 31 March @ 5pm. Orders can be placed via the QKR app, $8.50
for a pack of 6 freshly made by Bakers Delight
Delivery date and time will be confirmed closer to end of term working with covid guidelines.

If you would like to join our Fundraising Committee, please contact Jodi in the office on 9583 2995 or email
mpshelpers@mentoneps.vic.edu.au

BREAKFAST CLUB
A HEALTHY START TO THE SCHOOL DAY
Thank you to all the volunteers that have made our MPS Breakfast club
possible.
School Breakfast Clubs provide a warm and welcoming space for students
when they arrive at school.

Every Tuesday and Wednesday morning for students from 8.45 am to
9.00 am.
For volunteers it is a very efficient process with set up beginning at
8.35 am and everything packed up by 9.15am.
Volunteers need no specific experience but a current Working with
Children Check and proof of three doses of a COVID-19 vaccination is
required.
If you, or someone you know, can assist with Breakfast Club, we would be very grateful.
If you are available and interested in assisting on one or more days, please contact our Breakfast Club
Program Coordinator Emma Bult at bruce.emmaj@gmail.com or phone 0404 882 135.
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WELCOME TO THE GREEN ZONE
The GREEN Zone is a place where students can go and retreat if they are in the blue,
yellow or red zone – or simply want to stay in the green zone.
It is a calm neutral space for students to engage in an activity, with mindful colouring,
origami board games and more activities.
Students are encouraged to join in at recess in the green zone room and lunchtime from
2.00-2.30 in the courtyard.
LIBRARY NEWS
Guess the Theme Competition:
Each month there will be a new theme displayed in library. Entry forms are available in the
library, one entry per person each month.
UNWELL STUDENTS – COLD/ VIRAL SYMPTOMS
Children love to be at school with friends and to learn, however if they do have a cold or sniffly nose,
we ask that you please keep them home to avoid spreading cold/flu like symptoms to other students.
ICY POLE SHOP
The icy pole shop is open on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and icy poles are $1.00
Camp Australia – before school care and after school care - Onsite at MPS
All students need to be registered with Camp Australia. There is no charge to register with Camp Australia.
https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/
If a family member is running late and unable to be at school to collect a student by 3.45pm, parents will be
contacted by phone and informed that at 3.45 pm students will be taken to Camp Australia in the Multipurpose
room on site.
Students can then be collected from Camp Australia via Gate 5 - Rogers Street.
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A message from your Coordinator – Kirsten
BIG ART week has started well with lots of creative pieces
including clay sculptures, paper mache, drawing and
paintings. The children are using a wide variety of craft
items and mediums to extend their creativity. We have also
incorporated the toys into this competition using them as
sculptures which has been interesting.

Activities
coming up
•
•
•

Please enrol your child using the QR code for this
competition and you can take photos of any pieces they
wish to enter before leaving the service.
This competition is over these 2 weeks so there are plenty of
opportunities for your child to continue with their pieces.
We have seen an increase in new families these past few
weeks which is exciting and every night we have children
It’sarefree
who
justto
notregister
ready to go home as they are engaged and
having
fun our
which
is making
thatregister
transition
To attend
program,
you must
your into OSHC for
child.
You
can
register
an
account
with
us
at
parents easier.
pp.campaustralia.com.au or by downloading our
Camp Australia smartphone app from the Apple
App Store or on Google Play. Once registered,
it’s easy to make bookings and manage your
account.

Paper Mache masks
Painting portraits
Clay Sculptures

What’s on
the menu
•
•
•
•

Beans and toast
Kirsten’s spicy flat bread
(a favourite)
Banana Bread
Menu highlights

Visit our blog
New articles are added each
week for parents and cover
various topics to help families.
Visit our blog
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Community news

BEAUMARIS SECONDARY COLLEGE OPEN NIGHT
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022 (6 – 8 pm)
We are excited to offer Year 5 and 6 families the opportunity to explore Beaumaris Secondary College on a guided tour with our students,
parents and staff. This will be an interactive evening with information points outlining the various Learning Areas and Programs on offer at the
college.
Please note:

•
•

COVIDSafe requirements will be in place according to the DET Operating Guidelines.
There is no onsite parking at the college and parking in side streets may be limited due to sports training.
We look forward to welcoming you.
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