At Mentone Primary School,
Relationships are Important, Learning is Powerful
and we are Curious, Creative and Confident
Newsletter No. 9

31 .3.22

Acting Principal: Ken Bergen
Assistant Principal: Lynne O’Connor

TERM 1

LAST DAY TO ORDER HOT CROSS BUNS AND PURCHASE RAFFLE TICKETS
Donations can be left in the easter basket at the office
HOT CROSS BUN fundraiser - final order date 31 March @ 5pm
Dont forget to order your hot cross buns. Orders can be placed via the QKR app,
$8.50 for a pack of 6 freshly made by Bakers Delight
Delivery date and time will be confirmed closer to end of term working with
covid guidelines.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS

TERM 1 finishes Friday 8 April at 2.30 pm
Telephone: 9583 2995

Email: Mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Science News
Preps
Our Prep students are learning how things move. They are discovering that balls
move in different ways depending on their shape, size and weight. Students
predicted which ball would roll the greatest distance when released from the
top of our ramp. We have experimented with balls of similar shape but different
size or weight e.g. golf balls and table tennis balls, soccer balls and tennis balls.
footballs and even Easter eggs!!

Year 1/2 students
Our Year 1 and 2 students are participating in an egg-citing eggs-periment using
eggs, vinegar and toothpaste. The experiment involves placing two eggs into two
glasses filled with vinegar for several hours. One egg is our control and the other
egg is covered in toothpaste. We are observing the changes to the eggs over
several hours.

Spoiler alert - This experiment is designed to show how fluoride protects
the calcium in eggshells against the softening effects of acid. The vinegar will soften the toothpaste free
eggshell, while the egg covered by toothpaste remains hard. The action of the vinegar on the eggshell
parallels the action of acid-forming sugars and bacteria on unprotected tooth enamel. Your family may
want to try this experiment at home over Easter time to help remind our students to brush their teeth
regularly to keep them strong.

Sustainability News - Earth Hour
Each year, around the world millions of people turn off their lights to
support Earth Hour. They do this to show their commitment to protecting
the planet for future generations. Last week, on Friday 25th March, every
class at our school chose an hour to turn off their lights. Some classes also
turned off all electricity (except for the air filters) for the whole day. The
Science and Sustainability room also turned off the non-essential
electricity for all lessons on Thursday and Friday. We don’t have to wait
until next year to continue to make an impact. Take action every day to
shape a brighter future for our planet. Some of our students created fantastic educational
posters for our school to help us to remember to turn off the lights.
A big

thank you to Elouise, Dolunay, Summer, Matilda and Arielle

for helping with Earth Hour at school. The school’s electric bell was turned off
for the day and replaced by ringing old fashioned handheld bells. The Year 5
girls did a great job by being punctual for all bell times. We hope your family
participated in Earth Hour at your home on Saturday 26th March.
Please stay curious, creative, and confident.
From Mrs Stone and Mrs Shattock
Science and Sustainability Teachers
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3/4
Our 3/4 students have
continued their studies about ‘heat’. We have experimented with
different temperature water, investigated how heat moves and
competed in ice block races. We really enjoyed discovering how heat
energy can impact a chemical reaction, such as with the chemicals
inside glow sticks! We have been making predictions, testing our ideas
and then comparing our results. To finish the term students have been testing what
happens if we apply heat to chocolate! It was a delicious experiment!
Our sustainability focus for this term is related to global warming. We discussed how
green houses are causing the temperatures of our planet to increase and the
subsequent consequences. Students were encouraged to participate in Earth Hour as a
result of these conversations.

5/6
Students in 5/6 have continued making many amazing discoveries about ‘Light’. They
now understand how light travels in waves, the difference between reflection and
refraction, even how polarized sunglasses work! We investigated using polarizing filters
to view stress patterns in plastic. The students explored UV light - learning about the
potential danger of UV light on our skin as well as the antimicrobial benefits. This led to
conversations about our class air purifiers! We used UV torches to see how different
types of liquids ‘glowed’ compared to white light. As a reminder to stay vigilant when
outside students made their own UV bracelets using beads that change colour when
exposed to UV light.
Our sustainability focus for this term related to ‘Earth Hour’ and we discussed the
importance of switching off our lights and other electrical devices when not in use.
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Mrs Shattock,
Science and Sustainability Leader

Thanks to a grant from Sport Australia through their
Sporting Schools program. Our school has purchased
a class set of competition grade Frisbees. We have
also provided 4 weeks of specialist coaching from
Gecko Sports in the sport of Ultimate Frisbee for all
our Grade 3/4 students during their weekly P.E.
sessions. Ultimate Frisbee is one of the world’s
fastest growing sports. All you need is a frisbee to
play. Our students focused on forehand and
backhand throwing as well as crocodile and crab
catching. They also participated in a mini ultimate
frisbee tournament. It was an Ultimate experience.
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ART
In Foundation, students have completed a line pre-assessment and they explored
various lines and shapes to improve their drawings. They demonstrated new skills
by designing fish using pastels and blue watercolour.
Grade 1/2 students have been learning how to mix the secondary colours, purple,
green and orange. They used these colours to create scarecrow paintings and
wrote a matching alliteration.
Students in the 3/4 unit are learning about botanical art, and have investigated the
artist Sydney Parkinson who arrived in Australia on the Endeavour ship. They had a
go at drawing live plants and painted them using watercolours.
5/6 students have been investigating the connection between colours on the
colour wheel, and how to use them. They are working on their own creative
colour wheels using a unique symbol.
To begin their 2022 visual arts journey, all students have been learning about
a very important element – colour!
In Foundation, students are learning to name and use the 3 primary colours,
red, yellow and blue. They demonstrated their knowledge by creating eye
catching designs inspired by the artist Mondrian.
The 1/2 students have learnt about the primary colours, red, yellow and blue, and
how tints can be created by adding different amounts of white. This resulted in
some vibrant paintings of circus clowns!
Students in the 3/4 unit are investigating primary, secondary and complementary
colours, and have completed several experiments using oil pastels and concentric
circles.
5/6 students are learning about the life and work of Ken Done, and they have
discussed his use of complementary colours to make an image ‘pop’. Look out for
their drawings of Australian plant life!

AUSLAN
Students in Prep have continued to learn well in the Auslan learning space. They have extended
their learning to include the sign for colour and the many colours of the rainbow. We joined
together and sung ‘Pete the Cat and his White Shoes.’ We’ve played games where I sign a
colour and the students need to locate the colour in the classroom, relying on just their Auslan
skills. Prep students have learned to sign ‘my favourite colour ……’ and we’ve read and signed
to The Very Hungry Caterpillar and Dear Zoo, much loved story books.
In 1 / 2, students have learnt to sign their birthday date, month and year and are able to ask
someone when their birthday is. They are able to ask ‘how old are you?’ and respond to that
question with their age. They have revised the signs for different colours and played games
involving having to find colours in the classroom once I sign them. They have continued to enjoy
the music of Signmark (Deaf rap artist) as they deepen their understanding of the achievements
of deaf/HoH performers and sportspeople.
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Auslan continued
Students in 3-6 have revisited the Oscar Award winning short film ‘The Silent Child.’ The film
shines a light on the needs of Deaf students and the fight to have sign language taught globally
in schools. The discussion around the film and the questions it generated were substantial and
indicated a growing understanding of the plight of theDeaf /HoH (hard of hearing) community.
Senior students have also learnt to sign months of the year and to sign their
birthday
date/month/year. They are able to ask ‘how old?’ Students have learnt to sign
movie, book,
video gamer and youtuber so they can now ask in Auslan, ‘your favourite
movie what?’
As usual, your children never cease to amaze me with their learning each
week, well done
everyone!!

TERM 1 ENDS FRIDAY 8 APRIL AT 2.30 PM

TERM 1 Dates & Events 2022
Fri 8

LUNCH TIME ACTIVES AT MPS
Drawing Club with Mrs Elliott

April
LAST DAY OF TERM 1
2.30 pm Finish
EASTER RAFFLE DRAWN

The Green Zone
Students are encouraged to join in at recess
in the green zone room and lunchtime from 2.00-2.30 pm in the green zone room.

TERM 2 Dates & Events
2022
Tue 26
Fri 29

Tue 3
Mon 9
Fri 13
Fri 20
Wed
25-Fri
27
Fri 3
Fri 10
Mon
13
Fri 17
Wed
22
Fri 24
Fri 24

April
Students return
Summer sports final
May
School Photos
District Cross- country
5/6 winter sports
5/6 winter sport
3/4 Camp

June
5/6 Winter sports
5/6 winter sports
Queen’s Birthday
(Public holiday)
5/6 Winter sports
5/6 AFL Gala Day
5/6 Winter Finals
Last day term 2
2.30 Finish
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DATES AND ACTIVATES TERM 1

School Activates Term 1
Mon
Wed
Thu
Thu
Sat
Build it
LEGO

Bayside
Taekwondo
Fit for Kids
Tennis Coaching
Fit for Kids
Netball Coaching
Yoga Fun
Bayside
Taekwondo
Holiday Programs

6.30-7.30pm

Aris 0417 112 674

8.00-8.45am

Andrew 0421 172 369

8.00-8.45am

Andrew 0421 172 369

Lunch time
9-10.00am

Connie 13009642386
Aris 0471 112 674

Buildit4kids@outlook.com

James 0401 733 299

The new school uniforms
Transition will be finishing at the end of Term 2.
All students need to be in the new school uniform for the start of Term 3, 2022
Uniforms are available from PSW Cheltenham
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DIVISIONAL SWIMMING
CARNIVAL
On Monday 28th March, our
9/10 Girls Freestyle Relay
team competed at the
Southern Metropolitan
Regional Swim carnival. They had the privilege of swimming at MSAC, the
state’s elite swim facility. The girls put in an amazing effort in their race
and finished 2nd overall. They have done our school proud and showed
plenty of persistence and determination. We congratulate them as a school
and know they have plenty more years of swimming achievements to
come. Well done girls!

MPS COMMUNITY GARDEN BASKET
The garden is growing,
Take What You Need, Give What You Can
We have a new sustainability idea at school. There is now a community basket located in the main building on the
right-hand side (as you step inside from Childers Street).
If you have more fresh home grown produce from your fruit trees or vegetable garden than you need, please bring it
to school to share with our community.
If you see some food in the basket you would like, then please help yourself to the produce. Just take what you
need.
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2023 PREP ENROLMENTS ARE OPEN
There will be a number of opportunities for families to visit the school and meet our Prep classroom teachers.
Our open Morning will be held on Tuesday April 5 from 9.30 am till 10.30 am for 4-year-olds and 11.45 till 12.30 pm
for 3-year-old.
Bookings are essential due to COVID restrictions, please call and speak with Ann on 9583 2995

Enrolment forms can be completed and returned to the office with the required documents listed on our
enrolment page.
Our Acting Principal (Ken Bergen) is happy to conduct school tours for families who still have outstanding
questions following our open morning.
Please contact the school office on 03 9583 2995 to book a time. Theses tours are normally held on
Wednesday and Fridays at 10.00 am
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MENTONE PRIMARY SCHOOL
DADS’ SOCIAL GROUP

Mentone Primary School
Dads’ Social Group
Drinks & Nibbles
(Mum’s also welcome)

The Sporting Globe Bar & Grill
590 Main Street, Mordialloc
Friday 1 April @ 7.30 pm
The Dads' Group is open to all dads- father figures in the school, and
we invite everyone to join us.

Justin Beamish has booked the event under
Mentone Primary Dad’s Social Group.
No need to RSVP
justin.beamish@fiducianfs.com.au
0411 303 621
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SCHOOL PHOTOS TUESDAY 3 MAY 2022

UNWELL STUDENTS – COLD/ VIRAL SYMPTOMS
Children love to be at school with friends and to learn, however if they do have a cold or sniffly nose,
we ask that you please keep them home to avoid spreading cold/flu like symptoms to other
students.
ICY POLE SHOP
The icy pole shop is open on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday and icy poles are $1.00
IMPORTANT
If your family circumstances have changed, you have moved home, new mobile number etc, please update the
office with your new details.
mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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SCHOOL OFFICE / CONTACTING TEACHERS
CONTACTING YOUR CLASSROOM TEACHER
A reminder that your child’s teacher is your first point of call should you have any concerns regarding your child.
You can request an appointment with Teachers via the school e-mail on mentone.ps@education.vic.gov.au ; your
email will be forwarded to the classroom teacher.
ABSENCES
Student absences should be reported to the school before 9.00am via the Compass portal or phoning the school office
and pressing 1 to leave a message. Any unexplained absences will result in parents/guardians receiving an email at
9.30am on the day of non-attendance requesting they update Compass with the reason for non-attendance.
LATE ARRIVAL OR EARLY LEAVE
In order to minimise disruption to class and maximise learning opportunities for our students, we would like to remind
you that the school day starts promptly at 9.00 am. If your child is late for any reason, please sign in at the office and
obtain a late pass to be given to the supervising teacher.
Please ensure that if your child is leaving early that they are signed out at the office.
All students need to be registered with Camp Australia. There is no charge to register with Camp Australia.
https://pp.campaustralia.com.au/
If a family member is running late and unable to be at school to collect a student by 3.45pm, parents will be contacted
by phone and informed that at 3.45 pm students will be taken to Camp Australia in the Multipurpose room on site.
Students can then be collected from Camp Australia via Gate 2 - Rogers Street.
COVID POSITIVE STUDENTS
If a student receives a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of Health
system.
Face masks are mandatory for everyone aged 8 years and above in the following settings:
Workers, visitors, and students in Grade 3 to 6 in an indoor space at a primary school (including outside school
hours services at a primary school).
Please ensure that students come to school with their own face mask and a spare one in their bag.
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Community news - SCHOOL HOLIDAY

The lolly Jar CAFÉ
Florence Street Mentone
Drop in for our all-day menu
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BEAUMARIS SECONDARY COLLEGE OPEN NIGHT
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022 (6 – 8 pm)
We are excited to offer Year 5 and 6 families the opportunity to explore Beaumaris Secondary College on a guided tour with our students,
parents and staff. This will be an interactive evening with information points outlining the various Learning Areas and Programs on offer at the
college.
Please note:

•

COVIDSafe requirements will be in place according to
the DET Operating Guidelines.
•
There is no onsite parking at the college and parking
in side streets may be limited due to sports training.
We look forward to welcoming you.
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